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INSIDE SCOOP. ..

On the down-side, the
Center for Science in the
Public Interest wants
untreated Gulf oysters
banned (page 2); the
aquaculture boom is raising
some concerns (page 3); The
French want to get rid of the
mouse test (page 3),
Thousands of dollars worth
of clam larvae has been
looted from clam breeders in
Viet Nam (page4); and the
French oyster industry is in
a crisis (page 5).

On the up-side, the new
oyster research hatchery at
UNC Wilmington will soon
be a reality (page 4), oysters
really are aphrodisiacs
(page 3), and scientists may
soon produce the perfect
pearl (page 6).

Note from the President: I’ve been looking over past
newsletters beginning with our first written in September 1996. It
was a record of our first meeting held at Mrs. Willis’ Restaurant in
Morehead City. That meeting marked the forming of the North
Carolina Shellfish Growers Association, and we’ve been going
strong since.

Don Freeman was elected president, Jim Swartzenberg vice
president, Terri Lawrence treasurer, and Sibyl Conway and Diane
Flynn secretaries. Terri Lawrence still holds the job as treasurer
making her the longest serving officer.

Our big issue was the shellfish lease moratorium on Core
Sound, which we fought tooth and nail — and lost, but it was that
contentious issue that brought people together and made it possible
for the NCSGA to grow and prosper.

Don Freeman remained as president until the end of 1998
when he moved to Raleigh to take a job with the Cape Fear River
Assembly, and that’s when I was kicked upstairs to president, and
I’ve been there ever since.

I like to think T have taken the association through the good
times and bad with a modicum of success. We haven’t won every
battle, but there has never been a lack of issues.

e In 2003, we joined forces with the N.C. Coastal Federation

to fight a developer who, in our minds, was tearing up 1,200

acres of wetlands to build resort homes. We won that battle
big.

e We supported oyster gardening when the idea first surfaced.

e  We opposed the introduction of non-native oysters to our
waters; we supported research on disease resistant native
oysters.

e  We opposed the building of oyster hatcheries at the three
NC aquariums and supported the building of a research
hatchery at UNC Wilmington (Construction is underway).

e We have supported the NC Aquaculture Development
Conference and now regularly sponsor 12 student






